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In a flourishing international auction market, France continues to grow, strengthening its position 
as a major player: The global market sets a record with a 51.3% year-to-year growth, and it is up 54% 
in France, confirming the steep increase trend initiated in 2015 
 
The French auction market authority (Conseil des ventes) has released its 2021 annual industry 
report, detailing key market figures and trends throughout France and the world. 
 
Key figures for France (more on p.8)   
Art & Collectibles, Horses, Used vehicles & Industrial equipment… 
 

 Total auction sales in 2021, including all categories and excluding fees, reached the 
unprecedented amount of €4.05 billion, up 39.6%. Totals were down 14% in 2020 compared 
to 2019, meaning the 2021 increase goes far beyond a simple readjustment. 

 The Arts & Collectibles sector reached a record total, growing 54.1% in 2021 over 2020, 
surpassing the global market increase (51.3%), and up 19.5%, compared to 2019 (a year 
before the COVID-19 pandemic). The upward trend has been observed since 2015 (the 
lowest totals were in 2018, with +4.5%, and +10.5% in 2020). 

 All categories increased. Horse sales are up 41.9%, (+12.9% vs 2019), while used vehicles & 
industrial equipment are up 27.8% (+20.5% vs 2019). 

 The opening of 12 new auction houses is further indication of the sector's strength. In 2021, 
there were 427 auction houses in France. 

 
French market trends (not available in the English version of the report) 

 The digital transition was the auction houses' answer to the COVID-19 crisis and the gamble 
paid off: online sales totaled €3 billion, representing 75% of total sales, up 68% in 2020 and 
36% in 2019. 

 Over 75% of sales are achieved by the top 20 auction houses (up 68% in 2020 and 34% in 

2019).  

 International buyers purchased for €1.3 billion in 2021. This historically high figure confirms 

the French market is becoming more and more global. 

 

Some insight on key figures for the global auction market in 2021 (more on p. 96) 
 

 After 3 years of market slowdown, the international auction market for Art & Collectibles 
reached €31 billion in 2021, a historic year for the global market  

 The global sales total increased by 50 % compared to 2020 (during which sales decreased 

drastically) 

 France is still the 4th global selling location with a 7 % market share. France also holds a 

strong position on the European market, with 26 % of total sales (up 24% in 2020).  



 

 

 Global market share is led by the United States, now representing 36 % of total sales, and 
China (32 %).  The market share of the United Kingdom (12%) and France (7%) remain 
unchanged compared to 2020.  

 21,901 prestige sales, up from 19,901 in 2020.  

 

ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE REPORT: 

 An editorial by Henri Paul, president of the Conseil des ventes (3) 

 A focus on digital auctions in France:  The Conseil des ventes volontaires commissioned an 
extensive survey to Harris Interactive (“Who are web buyers ?”) to find out more about 
behaviors in purchasing art and collectibles, whether it is in live auction or on online 
platforms (34) 

 A study of the Art & Collectibles market in France 

 A study of the position of the international auction market for Art & Collectibles (46) 

o Evolution of the global market in 2021 (48) 

o Analysis by geographical zone (50) 

o Focus on the main countries (53) 

 A market analysis by auction house and a focus on global online sales (66) 

o Ranking of the world’s top 20 auction houses (68) 

o The two market champions in 2021 (69) 

o The evolution of other auction houses (71) 

o A focus on the growing international appeal of online sales (75) 

 A list of auction houses in 2021 (80) 

 A glossary of auction terms (82) 

 The study methodology (6) and a summary (78) 

 

 
 

The latest trends on the art market, edited with Beaux-Arts - Available in bookstores. 

The Conseil des ventes is the French auction market authority. One of its missions is to watch for the 

economic health and performance of auction sales in France. His members are appointed by 

ministers of Justice, Culture and Economy.  www.conseildesventes.fr 

Press contact:  Ariane Chausson + 33 6 07 28 52 07  a.chausson@conseildesventes.fr 

English version of the report 
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